
Understanding Our 
Shared EE Expectations 
ACNW Authorized Charter Schools and the Audubon Center of the North Woods 



What is  
environmental education? 

 The Audubon Center of the North Woods defines 
environmental education as the implementation of 
values and strategies that foster learning and create 
environmentally literate citizens who engage in 
creating healthy outcomes for individuals, 
communities, and the Earth.  

 Each school is required, as a condition of its 
contract, to provide opportunities to instill a 
connection and commitment to the environment 
through experiential learning. 



What is  
environmental literacy? 

Source: http://www.fundee.org/facts/envlit/whatisenvlit.htm 

http://www.fundee.org/facts/envlit/whatisenvlit.htm


Indicators 



Outcome Ratings 

Exceeds Standard 
The school exceeded its contractual goal and provided evidence of 
increasing environmental literacy among its students and faculty. 

Meets Standard 
The school met its contractual goal and provided evidence of 
increasing environmental literacy among its students and faculty. 

Approaches Standard 
The school nearly met its contractual goal and provided some 
evidence of environmental literacy among its students and faculty. 

Does Not Meet Standard 
The school did not meet its contractual goal and provided 
insufficient evidence of environmental literacy among its students 
and faculty. 

Insufficient Data 



Indicator Area 1: Awareness 

 Standard:   
Students demonstrate an awareness of the relationship between 
the environment and human life and the diversity of life that 
shares the earth with humans. 

 School Goal:   
Students and staff NAME OF SCHOOL have the awareness, or are 
increasing their awareness, of the relationship between the 
environment and human life. 



Indicator Area 2: Knowledge 

 Standard:   
Students have knowledge of how natural systems function and 
how human systems interact with and depend on them. 

 School Goal:   
Students and staff NAME OF SCHOOL have the knowledge, or are 
increasing their knowledge, of human and natural systems and 
processes. 



Indicator Area 3: Attitudes 

 Standard:   
Students demonstrate respect an concern for the earth’s health and 
the motivation to participate in environmental stewardship. 

 School Goal:   
Students and staff NAME OF SCHOOL have an attitude, or are 
increasing their attitude of, appreciation and concern for the 
environment. 



Indicator Area 4: Skills 

 Standard:   
Students possess the skills needed to identify and critically analyze 
environmental issues, and to contribute to resolving the root of 
environmental challenges. 

 School Goal:   
Students and staff NAME OF SCHOOL have or are increasing their 
problem solving and critical thinking skills as it relates to the 
environment and human life. 



Indicator Area 5: Action 

 Standard:   
Students have the capacity, or are increasing their capacity, to perceive 
and interpret the health of environmental and social systems and take 
appropriate action to maintain, restore, or improve the health of those 
systems. 

 School Goal:   
Students and staff NAME OF SCHOOL demonstrate the capacity, or are 
increasing their capacity, to work individually and collectively toward 
sustaining a healthy natural environment. 



Indicator Area 6:  
Environmental Education Program 

 Standard:   
The school implements values and strategies that foster learning 
and create environmentally literate citizens who engage in 
creating healthy outcomes for individuals, communities, and the 
Earth. 



Indicator Area 6.1: 
Curriculum and Instruction 

 Environmental education is integrated into the core curricula 
or used as an integrating theme across the curriculum. 



Indicator Area 6.2: 
School Culture 

 The school creates a positive social and academic environment to 
support students in the process of learning, asking questions, and 
thinking critically about environmental issues and solutions. 



Indicator Area 6.3: 
Alignment to Mission or Community 

 The school adapts environmental education to the needs and 
unique aspects of the school’s educational program or the 
needs of the school community. 



Indicator Area 7: Governance 

 The board of 
directors allocates 
the appropriate 
financial, human, 
and organizational 
resources to carry 
out environmental 
education and 
monitors the 
school’s 
performance 
toward its goals. 



Indicator Area 8: Operations 

 Operational 
decision-making 
by school 
leadership, staff, 
and faculty 
reflects a 
commitment to 
environmental 
sustainability. 
The school has a 
waste reduction 
and recycling 
program in place. 



Contracting 

 Exhibit H is identical for all schools, which outlines the 
goals as stated previously and refers to Exhibit P: 
Ongoing Evaluation Criteria for inputs. 

 Evaluating progress toward the goals is the school’s 
responsibility – gathering data, identifying methods to 
measure change, and reporting to ACNW. 

 Schools will be required to develop an Implementation 
and Evaluation Plan over the summer to be implemented 
the following school year. 



Evaluation and 
Implementation Plan 

 Goal  destination 

 Strategy/activities  
road to get to the 
destination 

 Evaluation  
compass to keep you 
on track, and let you 
know if you’re 
heading in the right 
direction 

Indicator Area 1: Awareness 
Goal: Students and staff Sunrise Charter 
School have the awareness, or are 
increasing their awareness, of the 
relationship between the environment 
and human life. 
Strategy: 
Grade 1 students will participate in 
nature walks in the neighborhood 
around the school at least once a month.  
Evaluation method: 
All Grade 1 students will keep a nature 
journal, documenting the changing 
seasons and its impact on their behavior 
(e.g. clothes they wear, activities they 
can do outside, etc.). 



Evaluation and 
Implementation Plan 

Indicator Area 4: Skills 
Strategy: 
All students in Grades 6-8 will read a 
news story, magazine article, or web 
publication related to the 
environment weekly and share their 
learning, connections, and advice for 
an audience outside the school (e.g. 
family, community members, 
mentors) via the school blog. 
Evaluation method: 
80% of students will score an average 
3.25 or higher on a four-point blog 
writing rubric to meet this goal. 

Indicator Area 5: Action 
Strategy: 
All students in Grade 6 will work in 
teams to research a waste reduction 
solution, hypothesize results, 
prototype implementation at the 
school, and report on the results. 
Evaluation method: 
Students will gather, graph, and 
report on ort quantity, copy count, 
energy use, and pounds of recycling. 
All students will score an average 4.0 
on a five-point project rubric to meet 
this goal. 



What does this mean for 
your school? 

 Your existing contract won’t change… 

 …but you’re welcome to update! 

 Your EE performance evaluation will align with 
your contract goals. 

 Schools in renewal this year will use this EE 
performance framework. 



Questions? 
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